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TRADITIONS IN TRANSFORMATION: EXPLORING ART, CRAFT
AND CULTURE OF DODRA AND KAWAR

Dr. Anurita Saxena
Printipal. Reglhiya Xaava Maluvadyaliva (RKMV) Shunls, HP

ABSTRACT
Preservation of wradiional ants, orafts. cultwra! and Ind: knowileds i [ 10
preserve the cultieral kistory and distincrive character of remote ¢ wha, rey a dex ball

Berween kuwan existence and rature and serve as custanding gwardians of varied socia-cultural rmd‘mons in the
fce of challenges from migration, whansation, amd sockoeconomic changes. fn this comext, this paper explores
the cwlmral landscopes of Dodra and Kawar, probably the remotest and one of the mosi backwand areas of
Himachal Pradest. The ccological knowledge, folllore, and traditional erafis that have becn passed dowa through
the years te Dodra and Kawar (villages) are treaswre sroves that demonstrate the community’s profound regard for
ax mmml surroundings and cultural legacy. However, opening of the arca and modernisanion pose a danger 1o
g their abiliey to endure. The findings of this paper suggest that merging cultiral
rexttalization tM with atra bl could tgthen  soclal ool and p

. offering paths adrh e devel t. Highiiah the of
pm‘u) mcmemxm and adapaable ﬁama‘kv o support herltage conscrvation, this paper contribases to broader
discussions on levitage preservation, swsainable cowlnoral towrism, and the role of mdigenous knowledpe in
bullding resifiens. cultrally vibrant communitics, skowcasing Dodra and Kawer's coltural and econamic potential
within the Himalayan rezion.
Keywords: Cultwral Heritage; Ecological Wisdom: Indigenous Knowledge Systems; Sustainable Culneral Towrtsm;
Traditions.

Introduction
Dodra and Kawar regions of Himachal Pradesh are in the rugged Ruppen valley of Shimla distnct and were isolated
from the main land Gl 2009. They are home to unsque cultursl practices and traditional ant forms shaped by
of sol and envar i ad Known for thewr distinet hentage. these aress zmbud) an
mincate interplay of folklore, mtuals, and :lm.v.anal crafts. marking them as culturally rich landscapes within the
Western Himalayas (Negi, 2020). The indigenows crails of Dodra and Kawar. such ax metalworking. weaving, and
woadcarying, are more than just means of subsistence; they have deep symbolic sigmficance that are comnected to
the commumty’s social and sparztual identity (Thakur, 2018). However, Jocal communities are gradually seeing a
change from traditional 1o porary lifestyles due 1o the nse of toursm. contemporary media and some
adjustments made to meet the expec of young g and visitors (Sharma, 2021).

This paper explones these shafls, feoking at how outside cultural mfluences and fmancial meentives are changing
the customs and festivals of the area while igniting discussions sbout ¢ alization and auth ity It also
contribules to the broader discourse on preserving intangible cultural hentage n the face of modermization,
aligning with UNESCO's efforts to safeguard trad 1 arts and cul worldwide (UNESCO, 2003).

Review of Literature
The ransformation of traditional cultural pm'uccs in remote arcas like Dodra and Kawar is part of a broader

phenomenon observed 1n indig { the world. Recent rescarch explores the pressures and
adaplations expersenced by these regions as they mteract with modem economic, secial, and environmental
changes. Appadura (1996) introduced the concepl of “cultural flows,” highbghting how global mteractions can

fead to the reshaping of Jocal sdentities. Studies by Roy and Shanna (2017) and Thakur (2018) emphasize that their

crafls are not ondy 2 means of livelihood but also embody local values and narrstives. In the face of modemization,
however. there = an ohservable decline i the number of artisans as younger generabons pursue different careers,
leading to 2 nsk of these skills becoming ohsolete (Singh and Sood. 2020; Mchts, 2018). Simalarly, Sharma (2021}
highlights that tounsm-dnven adaptabons can dilute the authenticity of local festvals and crafis, transforming
them into performances rather than genuine cultural expressons. Youth migration = another significant factor
mfluencing the preservation of traditional culture. Rescarch by Chopra (2016) and Verma (2020) reveols that
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Purlfication

Acanthoscelides obrecnis ts one of the mea noeorious pests of stored kidoey beans (Phaseodis walgerts) workdwide.
Kidney beans are an important sowrce: of food for these lnsects. a-Amylase & the main carbahydrate.digesting
enzyme tn animals incloding Insects. In the current study, the biochemieal analysis mulaa higher a-amylase
activity (U/mb) In 3rd and 4th larval lastars bur decreased g al stages.
However, the specific activity (U/mg) interestingly was mw In Ist (nstar and d«mscd in further develop-
mental sages. During qualitative anadysis of e-amylase using starch-agar and native PAGE, the mavimum zone of
starch Iysis and a prominent band on 1he gel was otserved in 3rd and 4th larval stages. The mokecular mass of the
native enxyme was also estimated and found to be 30.34 kDa. The crode e-amylase was further purified by
ammonium sulfase precipitatian, gel fltration on a Sephadex G-75, and fon exchange chramatography oo the
DEAE cellulose column. The purified amylise was found 10 be 2 monomer with a molecular mass of 15 kIw. The
specsfic activity of the purified enxyme increased from 1.74 U/mg in the crude sample to 166.35 U/mg In the
fnal purification step resulting in 95-fold purification with a yleld of 11.14%. Further characterization of pu-
dfied a-amylase revealed a pH optimum of 7.0 and & temperature optimum of 35 *C. Uneweaver-Burk plot
analysis revealed K and Veg 1o be 0.09% and 3.3 U/mi, respectively. Onalic acld, tannic acld, and HgCh

....L_m 5 A

significantly tnhébited the eoxyme, while the Na*, Ga* "

and Mg" " loms acted as activators. In conclusion, the

stady reveaded, the highest a-amylase activizy In 3ed and 4th Lrval stages of Acanthascelides cdtecas followed by
oative and SDS PAGE resulting In molecular mass of 30.34 and 15 kDa sespectively.

1. Introduction

Insect pests are most successful and diverse creatures on Mother
Earth, most of them attack agricultural commedities and stored food
grains thus causing huge ksses. The two majoc arders of insects, Cale-
optera and Lepidoptern represent economically most important post-
harvest pests causing extensive damage to stored grains and grain
products {1]. The major part of food requiring digestion by insects in-
cludes cellulose and starch, the polymers of glucose units having a and
linkage []. Kidney Bean (Phaseolus vulgaris) constitutes a major food
source of caleopteran insects owing to their high amount of carbohy-
drate and protein contents. Insects, particularly different larval stages of
bean weevils feed on starch-aden seeds, depending heavily on the
wamylases for their survival [3]. The bean weevil, Aconthoscelides
obtectus is coe of the most detrimental pests of stored kidney beans
warklwide. The egg-laying pattern of this pest & unique as most of the
eggs are laid freely between the seads and a very small number of eggs

. Correspanding author.
E-roatl addnsst ) esh.rialogs Lowes {RX. Azad).

herp //dod. cog/ 10 1T G bkamae 2024, L350

adhere to the seeds. After hatching, the first instar larvae find their way
anto the seeds and dig holes to burrow into the seeds. With voracious
feeding, further larval stages develop in the bost seed ([4]: [5]) The
larvae of A. obtectus degrade proteins and carbohydrates of P. vidgoris
with the help af its gut enzymes such as amylases and proteinases
causing severe kiss to the tored legumes kept for planting and human
consumption {t,7]. e-Amylases (a <1 4.glucan.4 glucanohydrolases, E.
C.3.2.1.1) comprise a group of endo-amylases that catalyze the hydro.
lysis of xD{14)glucan linkages in polyssccharides like starch and
glycogen. Being the first to encounter carbohydrates in the midgut, they
are the most crucial enzymes for carbohydrate digestion. The presence
of amylases has been demonstrated in Larval midguts of many insects
including members of Orthoptera, Hymenoptera, Diptera, Lepidoptera
and Coleoptera [4,5].

One of the promising pest control methods could be the development
of insect-resigant varieties by using inhibitors of digestive enxymes such
as wamylase that could be a potential rarget for inhibition thereby

Recetved 26 March 2024; Recedved In revised form 15 August 2024; Accepeed 21 Augast 2024
Available online 22 August 2024
0141-8130,0 2024 Elsevier BV. Ml rights are reserved, Including thase for text and data mining, Al training, and similar technologies.
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TRYPSIN AND CHYMOTRYPSIN ACTIVITY IN DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES OF
ACANTHOSCELIDES OBTECTUS (SAY) AND SCREENING PHASEOLUS VULGARIS
CULTIVARS FOR INHIBITORY EFFECT ON BOVINE PANCREATIC PROTEASES
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ABSTRACT

The present study nims to exomine try psin and chymotrypsin levels in Acomthovoeiiales afdecfioy {(Sayvh o
devastnting pest of kidoey benns nd evaluste the eficacy of protease inhibitors from Merseeley vaclpards
cultiviers ngoinst these enzyvmes of bovime erigin. Trypsin and chymetrypsin were extracted from dilferent
developmentol stnges of 4. sitecies el their activities were messered spectrophotometrically. The eocyme
nctivity for both enccymes increased from 2™ fnstar e 3 fostar and showed decressing tresd from 4%
imstar to pofulis. The highest emeryme activity was shserved in the third instar grub, with trypsin activity of
L7408 UV/mg and chymotrypsin activity of 1541+ 21K Uimg. Additisnnily, ten enltivars of £ welparis
were screcned for their inhibitory piential aguinst pure boviee pancreatic irypsin and chymetrypsin. The
resulis indicwted that the BASPA und PLEL4-1 cultivars were most effective, shawing masimuom inhibitien
of Bi% against trypsim mmd 93% sppinst chymotrypain respectively. Moreover, sucoessful imhibition of
ovine profease affers insight inte how inhibiters derived from plant soarces might inhibit insect professes
im vive using o simidlar apEroache

Ky words: Larval imsters, kedniry beams, msect pesis, @nayme achvity, mbibitory activity, pest management

eneyme extract, legume crops, eneyme inhibdison, protemn digestion

Profeases are the main group of digestive enzymes
found mn all orgamsms and are mvolved m digestion,
procnzyme activation, pephide release, complement
activation and 1nflammatory processes {Newrath,
1984). Accordimg o their mechanism of catalysis, the
proteases are divided into different subclasses vz,
SCTInE protcases, cysicine protecases, aspartic protcases
and metalloproteases { Terra and Ferreira, 1994; Naveed
et al,, 2021} Ower one-third of all known proteolytic
enzymes are serme proteases which are a larpe ond
diverse group of enzymes that play crucial roles m
varwous biological processes such as digesbon, blood
coagulation, fibrmolvsis, development, fertilization,
apoptosts, md immunity. (Hedstrom, 2002; D Cera,
2009}, These enzymes are charactenzed by the presence
of a senne resedue in their active site, which 1s essentinl
for their catalytic sctivity (Term and Ferresra, 2002}
Trypsm (EC. 3421 4) and chymolrypsin (E.C.
34211} are two well-known examples of senine
protcases that have been extensively studied in both
vertehrates and invertebrotes, meluding insects (Krout,
1977, Terma and Ferreira, 1994, D Cem, 2009). Both

enzymes ore widespread in the digestive tract of

maost msect orders such as Diptern, Lepidoptera and
Coleopiera (Yeng and Davies, 1971, Borovsky and
Schlein, 1988; Lazarevic and Tomanc, 20015} These

proteases break the protem chain on the carboxyl side
of basic L-amino acids such as lvsine or srgimne and
the carboxyl side of aromatic amino acids {Term and
Ferreira, 20012},

Acanthoscelides obtectus {Say) (Coleoptcra:
Chrysomelidaoe), & destructive pest of Phazelons
vidgaris degrades proteins with the help of got
enzymes like trypsin and chymoirypsin and causes
severe loss to the stored legume seeds kept for planting
and human consumption (Southgate, 197%). Owver
the years, synthetic pesticides and fumigants have
been used aganst this pest which are hermful 10 the
environment. Moreover, the continuous use of these
chenuicals has led to the development of msectcidal
resistance { Brown, | 969; Mallet, 1989, Noggush, 2016),
Therefore, nowadays, focus has been shified to more
environment-fmendly pest management methods such
as the nse of hiopesticides and parasitoids. The use of
predease inhibiiors which have now been ideniified as
major controlfing agents that impair protein digestion
in vanous nucroorganisms including bactena, fung)
and imvertebrates hke insects and nematodes (Jamal
etal, 2013; Singh et al_, 2020). Legumes have greater
concenimation of these protease mhibitars (Pls) which
hes given thrust to explore the mmpact of the Pls for
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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keywords

Rerroelectric

Diclectric contant
Energy storage density
Relaxor

Electrocaloric (EC) effect

The designing of lead-free ferroelectric ics for application in envi friendly efficient dectrocaloric
couling and energy storage devices is still challenging and need to be cc 1. A major chall however, is
how to simultaneously achieve higher polarization and low hysteresis loss at low applied electric field. In this
perspective, we ( hensively in d sol-gel derived BayasCan ssSnaoTiae:Os (BCST) ceramics by
varying the sintering temperature to explore its electrocaloric and energy storage capabilities. The excelleat AT
~ 103 K, AS ~ 1,32 J/kg.K and high elecirocaloric responsivity AT/AE ~ .34 X.mm/kV at very low applied
electric field of 30 kV/em are obtained for pristine BCST sample sintered at 1400 "C. Additionally, we observed
Woee ~ 13618 mJ/em” and giant energy conversion efficiency n ~ 94,29 % under very low applied electric field
of 30 kV /em for the same BCST sample, Our results reveal that control of sintering temperature contributes to &
favorable and stable microstructure, including R-O-T phase coexistence and substitutional heteroge neity-induced
nano-polar regions (PNRs) which strengthens the Pelarization and supports the thin hysteresis loop. Thus all
these factors simultaneously contributing to make BCST ceramic as a potential material for applications in
advanced electrocaloric cooling and energy stomge capacitors

1. Introduction

The surge in power consumption for air conditioning and cooling
systems is one of the biggest issues the energy sector is facing today,
Moreover, the power demand for functioning of cooling and air condi-
tioning systems is growing day by day because of continuous changes in
global climate. According to the International Energy Agency (IEA),
approximately 4.3 Giga tons of CO2 was released in year 2019 world-
wide from heating building spaces, which isapproximately 12 % of the
total global carbon emissions [1]. Moreover, [EA has projected that the
energy consumption will be doubled by year 2060 for cooling applica-
tions. Purther, the unavoidable overheating of the microelectronic chips
is the major concern as the modern multifunctional electronic devices
approach toward high performance through continuous miniaturiza-
tion. Thus, future multifunctional dectronic devices also require
advanced cooling systems with efficient cooling performance [Z].

* Comrespanding authors.

However, the majority of cooling systems presently available in the
market use vapor compression (VC) technology, which have low energy
conversion efficiency, noisy working, large size and also responsible for
the emission of greenhouse gasses such as freons, Therefore, increasing
research attention has been focused on the development of environ-
mental friendly and energy efficient cooling or refrigeration technology.
Interestingly, the dectrocaloric effect (ECE) is an offective alternate with
the potential to replace VC technology based refrigeration systems. The
electrocaloric effect is defined as the change in entropy or temperature
of dielectric materials when the applied dectric field changes either
adiabatically or isothermally. Generally, three parameters namely ()
adiabatic temperature change (AT), (ii) working temperature span
(Tgan Is the temperature range > 80 % ATpay) and (i) electrocaloric
efficiency (AT/AE) are used to evaluate the electrocaloric performance
of the dielectric materials. Therefore, any diclectric materials with
significantly high AT, large Tga, and (AT/AE) would turn out as the best

E-mail addresses: risiani851@gmall.cam (S. Sharma), nuinjeet | Zigmall com (N.S. Negi).

hetps //doi.org/ 101016/, 25 2024113205
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through optimization of morphotropic phase boundary by sintering
temperature for lead-free Bag.gsCag 05sSn0.09Ti0.90103 ceramics

Sachin Sharma ', Revati Nandan ", Pardeep Malhotra *, Sanjeev Kumar", N.S. Negi

* Deparement of Physics, Himacha! Pradesh University, Shimla 171005, india
* Physics Department, Punjab Engineering College (Deemed w0 be University), Chandigarh 160012, India

ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: The development of lead-free ferroelectric materials is highly desirad for next-generation energy storage and
Ferroelectric superior electrocaloric effect (ECE) applications. How ever, one of the significant challenges in lead-free dielectric
Lead-free materials is to obtain enhanced ECE and energy storage density at lower applied eectric fields, needed for
:;L“r’;')'_'mmge realization of sustainable and efficient energy solutions. Herein, the sol-gel elaborated lead-free
MPR Bag 950 0580 gaTi 9) Oy ceramies have been synthesized and sintered at temperatures 1100 and 1200C. The

sample sintered at 1200C exhibits low field assisted improved AT — 0.42 K and AS — 0.52 J/kg/K values and are
closely associated with presence of MPB and relaxor characteristics. The enhanced recoverable energy density
(W) and total energy density (W) are also obtained as 79 mJ/em® and B7 mi/em® for the same sample
sintered at 1200 T with excellent conversion efficiency of 91 % under a very low applied electric field of 30 kV/
cm. The resulis d that the ion of sintering ure significandy affects the MPB evo-
lution, microstructure and emergence of relaxor characteristics owing to vibrant polar-nano regions that result in
enhanced ECE and energy storage characteristics. The present work would be beneficial for advancement of lead-
free ferroelectric materials as an efficient electrocaloric cooling and sustainable green energy solutions,

Electrocaloric effect

1. Introduction development of lead-free materials with a high and stable electrocaloric

effect near room temperature. [n lead-free BaliO3-based ceramics, a

In recent years, lead-free ferroelectric materials have shown a lot of
research interest owing to their electrocaloric properties and energy
storage characteristics. The electrocaloric cooling devices based on
electrocaloric effect (ECE) are more environmentzlly friendly than
conventional refrigeration systems. Additionally, their compact size and
high efficiency make them promising for cooling microelectronic com-
ponents |1 |. Indeed, the observation of a huge AT ~ 12 K under applying
electric field of 480 kV/cm around 499 K by Mischenko et al. (2] in
PbZrp 95Tin 0503 thin films has intensified research interest towards ECE
investigation. However, due to environmental concerns regarding
lead-based materials, there has been a shift towards lead-free systems. In
fact, there are various lead-free perovskites such as titanium based pe-
rovskites | 3-5/ which can be used for diverse applications such as
electrocaloric effect and energy storage devices. Also, another lead-free
perovskites such as manganites [6.7] that may be useful for energy
storage applications. Interestingly, research now emphasizes the

* Corresponding authors.
E-mail addresses: risianis’

@gmail.com (S. Sharma), nainjeet12

hitps://doi.arg/10. 1016/ jallcom.2024. 176519

significant electrocaloric response is typically observed at the Curie
temperature (1), and is reduced above or below T¢ (8. It means thata
wide temperature range of the ferroelectric to paraclectric transition
state with low T, may provide a very effective way to achieve high ECE
performance in these ceramics. Another important aspect in exploring
electrocaloric materials is to obtain high ECE performance by applying
low clectric field. It is well established that BaggsCap osSupoeTin 9101
(BCST) ceramics also exhibits multiphase coexistence (Cubic-Te-
ragonal-Orthorhombic-Rhombohedral)  ie. morphotropic  phase
boundary (MPB) around room temperature. The MPB close to room
temperature can provide a huge adiabatic temperature change (AT) and
enhances electrocaloric response of the ceramic. In addition, an enhance
ECE can be casily induced using a low electric field in BaTiO3-based
ceramics having MPB due to lower energy barrier for switching between
the polarization states 9. Additionally, the ECE is influenced by
temperature-dependent polarization changes, which are notably

uil com (N.S. Negi.
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Abstract © Mucic o8 o pene = widsly clasaled Wio b fpes- Vooal and instrumental The Insrumssedal Muso
krecwen an "Vadiya Eangeet”. Indian msfrurmestal messic i 2 onickyl aspect of Indian culture that refiecls i couniny's
sl cutiurad heritage ard has sgnificantly inflsencsd T plobal music soens, As sveey o nosds a sinosy miediam 1o
express IS apparais and unigueress. simiany, a musical insnement is @ madium 10 espress the musical Mada”
significanca all cesr T wond. The prasant paper exponss e rich and dyerse himioey of Indian rsinemental
MILEIC, Iracirad 1S Crignes and examining is evedution Inoogh warons Rsonce penods. Furthamaons, | kighights the
b TRy INSLLIMETis and musiciarns N shaping Indan RElnemenss music and fE0ssses & oonlemporary siglcanon.
By saamining archasmogioal svidence, hisioncal lexs, and scholary analyses, (Ns paper dms 1o provide 2
Dot aiE understanding of the development and mpaot of indian instumenial Mo

Kaywords: Music Insineerent, sediution, musicians, contempirary sSigniinanos.

Indrodscilon - dan musio s one-of the cidest and mdast

OFeISE M cal Tadfions in e wodd. Thie oo of Indiam

ratrerenial misic can be et hook S0 anoesm S,

ohasnomnzed by  comples nierplay of cultural, nelighodus,

and social nfvences From the sorant sowros of P

Wadic chanis io thi sophisbicaied compositions of classoal

musi, Indias rsiumesial musio has ovolved inio &

mullaceied ok krm. This swdy aims o apoes e ceigins

and dovelopment of Indan insinamesdal music, analyzieg

s hislorcal conteat, ey insinamenis, and prominent

Bguras. Bry undnrstanding tha past, wa can birtler approciate

tha commbutions of |ndisn insramanial misic o both [ndian

Duftiinge and he ghobai musio landscaps.

Dijootivis:

1. Tornesigate foangies of Indan nstrumanisl mesic
and is ristorical conieal

2. o anatyas the deveiopment of ey iNETUMBNES ard
BTy b Ower e,

1. Foesplons he infuemcn of sxtemal oudheres on Indian
estnamantal i

4. o examine i roke of prosinsm msioers ard S
corarbulios

5 To assess e conbomponany refevance of Indlan
s inamanial i

Whirthas ! TS NeSdarch i Dasod of & Com e hanuve

resrirar of Pesionical iexts, archeeciogioal findings, and

aoadamec iaraune. H uilizes qualislive aralyss o sugions

Hes culoral istonical, sna social tachors ol have shaged

Imdian ircsdrussental muske. Additionably, the study

Inooeporaies rEaghls frovs ndendews Wil musicians and
FRUSOFOgiss o provise § nuanced undersianding of S
St

Indian Classioal Musle: Viooal music erades misanng il
Wond in any laraage: cormbinisd Wil musical nokes knoan
a5 Bwavas. In contrast, insrumanial musio uses. ihe sams
swares, bof instear of words, itemploys Bofes. These boles
repdaoe frkcs and ane used I oeain music through musical
ingtrumants. For axsgds, in oompoaiions for phocked
nsfruments, boles kke "Da,” "0in” and "Daa” & played.
rdian classical musia is mainly indhvidualisic in resan
Corgsquendy, oul InEFuments ant desgned io be played
Sy, | recamn: i GACETES. el IR o st e peaech diei
wiith is why thioy ergage in 'swars-sachang ' [ooe-cuee )
whils singing or practicing thair insrumese . Trey becoms
&0 Immersed in s prococe that they ioes awanessss of
i SO IS, ITesr g T fcenity with ‘Naoabmhma'
This S040 nagurn Ol Indian musical insmorenis slions wilh
e indvidualsic aporoach 1o music In indan dassical
Prusi, thene are no fieed or pre-wiien composRons Each
Insinamerialisd acts ds @ cOMposeT and has compless
fromdom by inderpre the madium of thiv cholce, wihin ths
Erameeeork of & raga

History and Dervalopmont of Indlan instrumantal s
Bhumioal irsinarents have played & sigrificant rose m i
exwoicfion and devolopeant of ndisn classiosl music. The
history of Indian irsirumental messic is vast and dolailed
To batienmderstnd Bis exlenshse Rsiory, A can bo divided
i thres main penods: ancant imes, P medevel &,

LD T TR S R
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Abstract: This paper atiempts to study the Siktasculptures of the Karsog region  flecelved - 14 June 2024
and how sculptural art and worship of Sakti spread in this region. This POper gy iccd - 19 July 2024
also brnngs to ltglu some uqvubhsbed images from the imagmative, histoncal
and § P es. In Himachal Pradesh there are many temples
d«!u:at:diogodshk: Siva and Vispa but the pepularity of the mather godd
sppears to be more promunent. Sometimes Sna and Sakti are given ogual
importance here. She = known by different nemes in_diﬂ'«em localities and 1y CITE THIS ARTICLE.
villages. In fact. Himachal Pradesh was 2 stronghold of Saktism which exercised
also 2 great iofluence in the Karsog region of Mandi distnct of Himachal, K"MN"?&":“M&”
Besides. throughout Karsog region ooe still finds ar incalculable number of small Sty of the SiKta Scalptares of
sharines with all but formless forms of the goddess placed on their altars, and are  *27508 Region of Mandi District of
worshipped by common village folks as Chands, K3l and Durga. m: P’:ﬂmg;’f‘m
In some remote villages of the Karsog region the goddess 15 worshiped under a tree Y6356 o ) sl
or an open space m comparatively lonely imgs and i others, her sculpture

is placed @ a femple in the core of the village. Among all e mamifestations of

Sakni, h - Mahisa dmi 15 the most popular form. She is depicted as

a slayng demon in anunal and human forms with ber tdent. Tbumll:l(nmg

region there cxsted the traditicn of portraying the d in anth as

well as in ansmal form in the cardy medseval period. Tbcs:focmsmmlohnw

evolved independently in Himachal Pradesh as well as the Sutlej valley durmg the

seventh or eighth century by the moovative artists of the region.

Accepred : 30 July 2024
Pubbished : 20 October 2024

SCULPTURES FROM KARSOG REGION OF SUTLES VALLEY

In the former state of Suket {(now a subdivision of Mandi district) lies a small yalley known as Karsog.
It is drained by two streams named Imbla and Bimla which unite at some distance below the village
of Mamel and then fall in the Sutlej river. It is a fertile tract and this arca is famous for the temple of
Mamleswara Mahadeva and Kamaksya Devi Temple. The cult of Devi worship scems to be oldest
in this region because there is also another temple which 1s dedicated to goddess that of Chandika at
Chindi village, Jogini Devi temple located in an open space on the top of the hill of Mamel village and
Annapurna temple which stands as the southern end of the Karsog town. She represents the maternal
power which dominated this region.
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Sun Worship in the Sutlej Valley: A Study of Sculptures in Karsog
Region of Mandi District of Himachal Pradesh.

Mrs. Misha Kumari
Department of History,
H P University, Shimla 171005

Introduction: Himachal is predominately a mountainous region with rivers that flow
from the north-east to the south-western direction parallel to the main Himalayan
Mountain. There is an enormous wealth of sculptures in the Sutlej valley region.

In the present study, the author has studied the Surva sculptures of the Karsog
region of Sutle] valley. This paper attempts to study the Surya sculptures that are placed
in the temples of the Karsog region and how sculptural art and Sun Worship spread in
the Sutlej valley. This paper also brings to light several unpublished images from artistic,
historical and iconographical perspectives.

In the Vedic perind, certainly, the idea of worship of the sun is based on the concept
of natural phenomena; Sun was held in the highest esteem and worshipped under such
names as Sutya, Savitra, Pusan, Bhaga, Vivasvat, Mitra and Visnu, 3

In the times of Vedas, Brahmanas, Upanishads, Epics, Sutras, Puraf.as and the
Tantras, we get the references and description of images of the Sun. Even in the Buddhist
and other literary sources, there is a reference to Sun worship. All these literary works
make it clear that sun worship was practiced in the different parts of India* and its
worshipers were known as Sauras.¥ The earliest reference for a personified Sun-god and
his attendants is found in the Aiforeya Brafimane.? In the later text like Brihat Samhita of

Varahmihra, for the first time, laid down the iconography of the image of the sun 7

SUN WORSHIP IN THE SUTLE] VALLEY: The earliest evidence of sun in Himachal
Pradesh we find in the punch-marked coins of tribal, janapadas such as Audumbaras,
Kunindas, and Kulutas. Sun is symbolically represented in the shape of ray disc
After the downfall of tribal states there emerged various minor States such as Kuluta,
Suket and the rulers of these states claim their lineage either from the Sun or Moon 10

The Mirmand copper- plate of Samudrasena mentions that Sutya worship was prevalent

at Nirmand region of Sutle] x'a]lc'}r_ll The several stone Sun images of the deity from
599
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Folk Elements in The Sculptures of DattaTreya MahaDeva
Temple at Dattnagar, Shimla District of Himachal Pradesh
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Assistant Frafessor
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Ahetract

The term 'Tolk” describss 1he common people of o sociely or porticelar region considered
as the representative of a traditional way of life especially the carriers of the socio-
religious custama and cultural praclices of common prople. 1 ia also &n emoticnal
oulcome of rural people’s daily lifestyie. Art forms bin Himechal ®radesh have been
exguisite and attractive, W has had culiural inthiences as well as religicus impacis,
Himachal Pradesh has a rich Beritage of regramal culture, This g a miglure ol maltiple
oultural traits artginating from different sources. On the basis of fisld visii 10 the Shimia
reginn o Sutlaj valley of Himachal Fradesh, we have noficed an abundance of sculpture
Belonging from difteren) phases of ) Torms, (herefore, & =ludy af the soulplures of the
Gaottdtreyns Mahddeva Temple at Dattnagar of Shimla region of the Sutlej valley |s proposed
in Thig study

Heywards Mahigdsuramarding, Laksmi-Mariyana, Folk, Snhimla Region, Saktl, Srnaments ond Dress

Infreduslioe. There are many studies on many temples of Mimachal Pradesh but there are many temples
in different digticts thal desedve muck more altentien and careful sludy. The temple 12 8
wery impartant instiiution, Basides e raligicus Impartanse B eeflecta the dacial-cultusal
tite and various spheres of heman activitigs, (1] One quch templa named Dattdtreya
Mahddeva Temple (2 digcussed im The present study This lemple possessed many
stane and metal sculpture which are iconograpically very interesting. In the Shimla
.-E%iun of Himacha! Pradesh sculptors coantinue to Ffashiaon these sculplures which
still serve the majarity of the people in the temples, in processions for religlous
Testivala in ghrine. Therafore, we can say that artists, whe made sculpiures
according 1o clearly defined rules in the text, and their styie, deveioped their
areative talent to realizing the ligures a:cul:ﬂiuig to the highes! standard al which
they were capable of, Thus perfection was initially an act of worship,

Ohjective of study

Thizs paper attempls 10 analyses the soulpture and their iconographic features of numerous
gods end goddesses of brahmanical taith This paper also brings 1o light soma
wipuebliahed imagea frgm the imaginative and Icancgraphical parepectives, Theralgre, the
objective af my stedy is to shed zome light on ihe pecubiar or folk feaiures of the
sculptores of the Dandtraya Mahddeva Temple ai Dattnagar of Shimla region. Wa find
different uiique types of Folk or regianal elementa in sculplures of Dattdtreya Mahddevs
temple. Reglonal communities are an Integral part of the calture and history of Himachal
Pradeah, theratfors ragional elements infleenced much the Himalayan arts and artalacis as
we can notioe in indian art,

Review of
L Penglope Chatwade it hed wark, entitled Kuli The End of Hatlrable Wosld and ales in har

article 'Tradifronal Mindu archifecture in Western Mimalaya', published in

V.. Dhri's edited book Ares of Himachal in 1975, deals with the architecture and
geulptures of weglemn Himalaya, especially of the Sutle Yalley

Mian Govardhan Singh In his work Wooden Temples of Himachal Pradesh, {1999) and
anather wark Art asd Architecture of Himachal Pradash, {1983) kave dlscuszad the
Tentples style &nd archilectvie ol Himachal Pradegh
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Unveiling the Veiled: An Islamic Feminist Study of Orhan Pamuk’s
Snow

Upma Sharma

Assistant Professor,

Department of Enghsh,

Rajkaya Kanys Mahavidysbaya, Shamla, H.P.

Abstract:

Pamuk’s works are charactenzed by a confusion ar loss of identaty due to a clash between
the Eastern and the Western values. Hx novel titled Swow delves deep into the complexities of
modern Turkey. The country ix torn between the Islamec fundamentalists and the scoularss.
Swow telis the story of Ka, a poct and political refugee, who retums t Turkey after spending
mare than a decade abroad. He travels to Kars. far in the cast, a1 a time when the aity 1s boilmg
with many socio-cultural. politscal and religious sssues. One of them 1s a recent spate of suscides
by young girls banned from weanng headscarves to school, Whale trymg to learn more about the
swcides, be finds himself drawn mto a more signaficant conflact. The present paper exammes
how Pamuk portrays the female struggle for identity amidst religious and secular 1declogies. It
also mms to take into sccount the concepl of Islamic f n and the g of mdivdual
choice and frecdon:.

Keywords: Female struggle, Freed Idamic Feminism, Identity, Ideologi

Femt Orban Pamuk, familiarly known 25 Orhan Pamuk, 15 2 leading Turkash novehist He
ss the most wxdely read, cntically scclammed and one of the most significant authors of this
century. His work has sold over thirteen milbon books 1n sixty-three languages, making him the
country's best-sclling writer. Pamuk :s the recipient of various Turkssh and mternational Interary
honours, ncluding the mast prestigious Nobel Praze for Literature 10 2006. He s the first Turkish
citizen to win the Nobel Prize for Literature. Duning an interview 1n February 2005, with the

www thecriterioncom
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Abstract

There is a grear inflvence thar the fvrics of Indian music ave on the emotions of those wha listen 1o i
becawse of the diversity of the phrases. This snudy is beirg conducred with the intention of gaining a deeper
understanding of the ways in which the meaning of ndian music lovics might influence the emotions of those
who listen to them. The pardcipants were presented with many nipes of fndian music, including classical
musxic, Balhvwaod music, jolk music, and devotional music, along with their respective fyrical equeivalents.
A combination of qualitative and quanntotive metfods was used in the data collection process. fn addition
to the self-reporied emotional respanses, physiological markers such ax heart rate and galvanic skin
response were used in ovder fo guantifv emotional reactions. According to the results, feies fave q
significant rafe in the emotional effect of a song, pavticularly when they relate to the listener's sense of
history, culture, or place of origin, Listeners are known fo experience jeelings of happiness and defight
when they lisien to Bolhwood unes and festive folk music. Fhese kinds of songs feature lvrics thar are lively
and pleasmns. (fhazals and other clagsic ragas, on the other hand, with their lyvics thai ave either melancholy
ar reflective, have the porential to elicit feelings of melancholy and introspection in their listeners.

Keywords: Lyrics, Emational, Response, Music
Introduction

There is a range of feelings that may be evoked by music. ranging from happiness and enthusiasm to
melancholy and reflection on the past. Music is a worldwide language that transcends cultural and linguistic
borders. There 1s a widespread consenses that melodies, harmonies, and thythms are the key dovers of
emaotional reaction in music: vet, the significance of words contimues to be equally vital despite the fact that

it is less well investigated. Lyrics, which are the linguistic component of music. have the exceptional
capacity to express tales, thoughts, and feclings in a specific manner. They frequently serve to attach the
emotional experience of a listener 0 concrete topics and settings. To fully sppreciate the emotional
resonance that songs have with audiences, it 15 essential io have a solid understanding of the relationship
that exists between music and words, The atmosphere that is established by the music can be amplified.
complemented, or even contrasted by the lyrics. which in turn shapes how listencrs perceive and react to a
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Demographic Shifts: Exploring the Impacts of Population Ageing in North-
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

The demographic landscape inm Morthwest India is undergoing @ transformative shift

characterized by population ageing, which poses significant challenges and opportanities
for the region. This paper imvestigates the specific impacts of population ageing oo vatious
soceetal, economic, and healthcre dimensions within the context of Northwest India. Through
a comgprehensive analysis of demographic trends, socso-economic data, and regional dyniamics,
we cxamine the implications of ageing populbtons oo healthcare and intergenerational
relatsonships in the region. Additionafly, we explare the cultural and socielal factors that
diod-10. 48165/ plmej. 2025.2.1.12 inthienice the expertences aof older adults and their families in Northwest India. Furthermine,
this paper discusses potential podicy responses and interventions tailored to the unigae necds
and challenges of ageing populations in the region, emphasizing the importance of colturalky
sensitive approaches and community engagement. By providing insghts imeo the demographic
shifts oocurring in Worthwest India, this research contributes to o decper nnderstanding of the
impacts of population ageing and informs evidence- basad strateyies for fostering healthy and

Keywords demograplic, em
phasizing, analyss

resilient commmmunities in the region.

Introduction of development in human history, meaning that the

majority of people can expect to survive in to old
Population ageing or agelng of population is the ulimae 38€ ':H'EI-F' Age International, State of Worlds Older
consequence of demographic trangtion where mostality firsss - Population  2002). The demographic landscape
atid then fertality falls frisim a very high level to extresnely bow  of Northwest India is experiencing a 5jE'|1.iIic|:|.n1
levels, Such alterations in ﬂH:ﬂ'lali.l'!.' and h‘r"l.ljll'i result i an transformation characterized b}' FN:IPLI.’:IIIH.'IH aEfanr
incriease in the number of the elderly, 4 Gll in the aumber 5 phtm:umennn with Fn-ut:nu_nd i_mp]:i._',a{i,uns for
of children and young adults, and refative stability in the o200 b oF corione As lifie expectancy increases
mumbser in the central age group (Roland Pressat, 1989). In and fertility rates detli;‘:e, the region is witnessing a
T Bxletnaey g Demagraply (W0, Rubaoud Tt defonea steady rise in the proportion of older adults within its
ageing of the population a4 “alteration in the age gructure of population (Bali, 2001). In this context um:.lersta.nding

a PuF.IJHli.GI:I i ilee direction of an increase in the refative - ; - 3 ; - R,
importance of old persons say those over 60, and usually the impacts of population ageing in Northwest India is

reflected in an increase in the a'l.ur.l.ﬁeu_"e'ol'ﬂw Fl:r]mJaliun-'. pﬁr:ln:uuunt for Pu“"_:"nukt”' healthcare pmfegsiumls,
Population ageing is one of the greatest trinmphs researchers, and communities alike. This paper aims to
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Regional Patterns of Educational and Health Development in Himachal Pradesh:
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Abstruct

in Himachal Pradesh, the educalion and bealth systens were undendeveloped before independence, with
ciuratson being accessible primnly o the affluent. Health, s cnicssl component of socw-ecomomic development,
serves 2 an ndex of social progress. This shedy mvestigates regsonal pattemns of educational and bealth developmeest
m Himachal Prdesh osmng o spatinl analysis approach. Despile nofable advancements . human development,
sigmidicant regromal disparities persist in education and healthcare scross the stale™s distncts. The peseorch utilicoes
secondary dats. Geagmphic. Information System (GIS) tools are used to mop these mequalises. revealing distinct
spatial patterms. The findings hghlight sooo-sconomic and geographical lactors driving these dispanties and propose
targeted mborventions, such s mproving mfmstructure, onbancing occess o services I remobe oreas, and
moentivizing profesionals o underserved regions. Addressing (hese inoqualdies can promeole inchesyve and balanced
regronal development. This resench affers valusble msights for policymakers and planners io design simtegies for
equitable and sustnmable development in mountanous regrons.
Kevwords: Reponal Disparities, Educationn] Development. Health Development, Spatial Analyas & GIS.

Introdoction

Development not only generates economic growth but also distmbutes its benefits wnd
empowers pooples rather than marginalizing them It is development that gives prionty to the
poor, enfarging their choices and opporiunitics and providing for their paricipation in decision
that affects their lives (Ali and lstam. 2014). The 1996 Human Development Repart (HDR)
pu'nl.isl:l-:ct by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) states “Human Development 15
the end, Economic growth a means™ Socio-Economic development ensures and enlarges the
choices of people primerily by providing them with education, health, better nutrition,
cmployment opportunities and social security. 1t is the development that is pro-people. pro-nature,
pro-jobs and pro-women (Roy, 2008). The development of a nation is not measured through the
buildimgs it has built, the roads it kas laid down, the bridees it has constructed and like but by the
human resources the nation has developed through a well-defined system of education (Tiwari,
2000}

Education is necessary organ for development of society. It is the basis for creating
dissemination system that triggers technical progress which is mein component of economic
growth and productivity of labour. Thus, there is dialectical relationship between education and
society. Social and educational developments are imseparable {Pal, 1995). The prosperity of the
country docs not merely depend upon the development of agriculre and industry but also on the
system that transform the sgriculture and industrial knowledge to aspirants {Kumar, 2000). There
were no uniform educational facilities in constituent wnits of Himachal Pradesh, There was no
proper orgamzational set up for education snd even no institution for higher learning in anv part of
the smte (Depanment of Edocation Survey snd Data Processing, 1986). Planned educational
development in the state commenced in 1950-51 with the lsunch of first fve-year plan
Crovernment paid special attention towards expansion of educational facilities.

Medical facilities are crucial t0 a check on morbadity and montality rates of a population.
The human misery related to discase is reduced and longevity of life enhanced with availability of

Indexed with: Google Scholer, EBSCO Discovery. Summan {ProCuest), TNK] Scholar. Primo and Primo Cemtral,
E20R, ESML DRIL IUTF, ISEA, SIF & ISL Page 40
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

The demographic landscape in Morthwest Indis is undergoing @ transiormative shift

characterized by population apeing, which poses dignificant challenges and oppormonities
lor the region. This paper investigates the specific impacts of population speing on various
societal, economic, and healthre dimensions within the context of Morthwest India. Through
i commprehensive analysis of demographic trends, soco-economic data, and regional dynamics,
we cxamine the moplications of ogeing popubisons on healthcare and iniergenerational
relatsomships in the region. Additionafly, we explore the cultoral amd societal factors that
inthuence the experiences af older adults and their families in Northwest India. Farthermore,
this paper discusses potential podicy responzes and interventions tailored to the unigoe needs
and challenges of ageing populabions in the region, emphasizing the importance of colturally
sensitive approaches and community engagement. By providing insights imeo the demographic
shifis ocourring i Northwest India, this reseanch contribistes tooa decper onderstanding of the
impacts of population ageing and informs evidence-basad strabeyies for bastering healthy and
resilient comr in the regicn.

Beywords demographic, em
'pha'.l:'.anl.l:. analysis
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Introduction

of development in human history, meaning that the
majority of people can expect to survive in to old

Population ageing or agelng of population is the ullimate
comeguence of demographic trngtion where mortality first
anid then fertality falls fnom a very high bevel to extremedy bow
levels. Such alterations in mortality and fertility result in an
increase in the nember of the edercly, 4 Gl in the number
of chaldren and young adults, and eelative stability bn the
number in the dentral age group (Roland Presat, 1989). In
The Dictiomutey of Dewnography (1989, Bodand Pressst defines
ageing of the population as “alteration in the age structure of
a pogulation in the direction of an increase in the refative
jmpur’lanur of old persons say thivee over A0, and Luuu.“:.-
reflected in an increase in the average age of the population”,

Population ageing is one of the greatest triumphs

Corresponiding author
Emailreenugeopraphyim gomnil com { Reenu Devi)

age (Help Age International, State of Worlds Older
Population 2002). The demographic landscape
of Morthwest India is experiencing a significant
transformation characterized by population ageing,
2 phenomenon  with  protound  implications  for
various facets of society. As life expectancy increases
and fertility rates decline, the region is witnessing a
steady rise in the proportion of older adults within its
population (Bali, 2001). In this context, understanding
the impacts of pepulation ageing in Northwest India is
paramount for policymakers, healthcare professionals,
researchers, and communities alike. This paper sims to
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Abstruet
in Himachal Pradesh, the education and health systens were underdeveloped  before independence. with

cduratson being accessible pnmnly o ihe affluent. Health, o crucml component of socw-economic development,
seTves 25 an index of social progress. This shady mvestigales regsonal pattems of aduwcational and bealth development
m Himachal Pradesh osmg o spatial analysis approach. Despilc notable advancements i human development,
sigmificant regsomal disparities persist in education and healthcare ocross the stole’s distncts. The mesearch wtilices
secomdary dats. Geographic. Information System {GIS) tools are used to mop these mequalises. revealing distine
spatial pattams. The findings highlight soco-soonomic and geogrmphical [actors driving these dispantics and propose
largeted imborventions, such o5 mproving  mfmstructure, onbencing oocess i sorvices o remobe oreas,  aod
meentivazing profesaonals m inderserved regions. Addressing (hese inequalsies can promole inclusve and halanced
regranad development, This research offers valuble msights for policymakers and planmers 1o design sirstegies for
equitable and sustninable development in mounlanous regions.
Kevwords: Regmonal Disparntics, Educationn] Development. Health Developmenl. Spatinl Amalyvss & GIS.
Introdaction

Development not only generates economic growth but also distributes its benefits and
empowers peoples rather than marginalizmg them. It 1s development that gives prionty to the
poar, enfarging their choices and opportunities and providing for their participation in decision
that affects their lives (Al and lslam, 2014). The 1996 Human Development Report (HDR)
published by United Mations Development Programme (UNDF) states “Human Development is
the end, Economic growth a means.™ Socio-Economic development ensures and enlarges the
choices of people primerily by providing them with education, health, better mutrition,
cmployment opporiumities and social security. 1t is the development that is pro-people, pro-nature,
pro-jobs and pro-women (Roy, 2008). The development of a nation is not measured through the
buildmygs it has buili, the roads it kas laid down, the bndoes it has constructed and like but by the
human resources the nation has developed through a well -defined system of education (Tiwari,
2000

Education is necessary organ for development of society. It is the basis for creating
dissemination system that triggers technical progress which is main component of economic
growth and productivity of labour. Thus, there is dialectical relationship between education and
society. Social and educational developments are inseparable {Pal, 1995). The prospenty of the
country docs not merely depend upon the development of agriculiure and industry but also on the
system that transform the agriculture and mdustrial knowledge to aspirants {Kumar, 2000). There
were no uniform educational facilities in constituent units of Himachal Pradesh. There was no
proper orgamizational set up for education snd even no institution for higher learning in any part of
the state (Depanment of Edocation Survey snd Data Processing, 1986). Planned educational
development in the state commenced in 1950-51 with the lsunch of first five-year plan
Government paid special attention towards expansion of educational facilities.

Medical facilities are crucial to a check on morbadity and monality rates of a population.
The human misery related to disease is reduced and longevity of life enhanced with availability of
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und by Honor: Towards a More
uitable Future for Women in
- South Asia

‘Rity Sharma
Abstract

is an extreme form of violence perpetrated against women
and many other countries. It is linked with the rituals and
these countries. Attempts made by women to raise their voice
killings and discrimination has met with a strong backlash
forces who are opposed to women seeking their rights. The
killing of Samia Sarwar in Pakistan is a pointer towards the
M against women. She was murdered for seeking a divorce
‘husband. Such discrimination against women is also
fmmcymvemnoftheirhoumfajobsorfor
- Their way of dressing in western attire and related
dent behavior also has a social stigma attached to it However,
e ROW started to raise their voice against such discrimination.
lass of women has taken the lead in secking equal rights
end to oppression that they face in their day-to-day lives.
en have started to raise their voice not only for themselves
t who go on to face the battering and deprivations
encouraged others also 1o come forward, raise their
falsehood that is being spread in the name of honor,
ions. With proper education and gainful employment,
- become economically independent and acquire the
interrupt the oppressive conversation and discourse

 in socicty.
Honor killing, backlash, discrimination, agency,
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Absiract

Shimla, the capital city of Himachal Pradesh, s renowned for its picturssgue landscapes, colonial-
efa architecrure, and rich culiural heritage. In recent vears, Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in and around Shimla
have emerged a8 mnportant contribubors to sustamabbe tounsm and locl coonomic development, leveraging
thie region's tounst appeal 1o promofte sco-toursm, handicnfis, snd honestays. This paper expboses the role
of SHGs in fostering these seciors, assesses their onpact on the local econonyy, and evaluates their pobmstial
o sustanable deivees for tounsm-related businesses. Through qualitstive research, case stidics, and
interviews with bocal stakehelders, this study aims wo highlight the effectivenzss of SHOs in integrating
SOCIn-Ceomdag cimpowermsenl with eavironmental conservation and hertage preservation.

Keywards: Self-Help Growps, eco-tounsm, handierafts, homestays & crmpowerment.
Introduction

Shimla, a hill station nestled in the Himalayan range, has long been a popular tourist
destination. The region’s natural beauty, pleasant climate, and proximity to major urban centers
make it an ideal location for coo-tourism and cultursl toursm.  Considering the hilly terram and
lack of employment opportunities in such areas, the rural areas face numerous problems refated
to poverty, illiteracy, Iack of skills, lack of formal credit ete. These problems cannot be tackled at
an individual level and need collective efforts

In such a situation, Self Help Groups play an important role to empower ther members
by helping them save money, access loans, and stant small businesses. SHGs also promote
financial independence, build confidence, and encourage teamwork among members. The
concept of SHis began to emerge in India in the 19805 when NGOs began forming small groups
of women io encourage collective savings and provide informal credst facilities. The movement
took a significant leap i 1992 when MABARD (National Bank for Agnculture and Hural
Development) launched the SHG-Bank Linkage Program. With tme, SHGs further expanded
when they were integrated into government schemes like the Swamnajayanti Gram Swarozgar
Yojana (SGSY) m 1999 and the National Rural Livelibood Mission {(NELM} in 2011, These
programs aimed to alleviate poverty by organizing the reral poor into SHGs and providing them
with training, financial and marketing support. Over the years, SHGs have expanded beyond
finencial goals to address social issues such as education, healih, snd women's nghis,
transforming inte a tool for holistic community development. Today, SHGs are o vital part of
rural Indin’s socio-economic  landscape, fostering  financial independence, promoting
entreprencurship, and building community solidority. Their success lies in their grassroots
approach, where trust, motual support, and collective action empower mdividuals and mmprove
livelioods across the country.

Takmng a leaf from these, the concept of SHGs has also guned mmportance n lly areas
like Shimla. The increasing influx of tourists has provided an opportunity for local communitics
1o engage in income-gencrating activities through the development of handicrafts, homestays,
and eco-fmiendly tourism imtiatives. In this context. SHGs' have emerped as a cnmcal
mechanism for empowering women, promoting local crafis, and enhancing sustainable tourism
prectices. They empower women by promoting financial independence, leadership, and decision
making, giving them a stronger voice in their families and communities. SHGs also provide

Indlexml with: Google Scholar, ERSCO Discovery, Summon {Profuest), CNEK] Scholar, Primo and Primo Centmal,
130, ESIL DRIL ILIF. ISRA, SIIF & IS] Page 57
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Abstract
This paper aflempls fo investigote vanous hopor-relsted psucs that womien o traditsonzl] - societics of the

Middle-East the South- Asiy ond other countries fuce. In these societies, a culture of bonor is bemng preoritized af the
cost of human Ives. These have almost negligible cocurrmce m the developed modern western countnes. However.
with the advent of giebalomtion and resuliing mffux of mmgranis, the western world has also staried witnessing
many of these honor-relasied ssues which ore maindy confined to the iImmigramt commamiizes only. The Westerno
societies have for long practiced the concopt of multiculiural=m that loys greater stress on least micrference with the
culiure and tradibions of immigrant commumities. [m Ber text, Ummi Wikan has lnked the honor killings of Fadmme and
many othyer young women in the Scandmavian countrees to the falure of’ mulbcutiuralsm and the assmmistion. polcy
of these couniries. These modern socicties have fuled o recognize unequal power struchures and the exisionce of
patnarchy within mmigrant commumities. To f2ke mie account the above, they have oow come forward with the
comcepl of liberal multiculturalizm. This concepl hiphbkghts the imporance of respect for cultore and traditsons af
mmmmgrants bat at the sme imme lays greader stress on the homan nghts ond the country's- lemslatons.
Keywends: Immigration. muftsculturalizm, assimilolion, potrizrchy. human mghts.
Introduction

The concept of honor being strongly linked to culture has become a way of life for people
m many countries m Middle-East and South-Asia. In these countries. the socictics are built on
what are termed as traditional concepts in contrast to the concepts of modemity that exist in the
developed Western countries. In these tredittonal honor-based societies. people are constrained to
follow the culiure of honor. which bestows greater nghis to men than women. This & believed o
be a time-tested culture that has endured the many ups and downs in its clash with medemity that
has now attained greater predominance i the Western world. The classic definition of honor as
given by Pitt-Rivers and quoted by Rowe states that “Honour is the value of 4 person in his own
eves, but also m the eyes of his soctety. It & estimation of his own worth, his clam to pride, but s
also the acknowledgment of that claim, his excellence recognized by society, his right to pride™
{Rowe 108). A person who is considered to be honorable & given the right to pnde. The society
then gives more respect and admiration for the person. In modern societies, a person s considered
to be honorable based on his actions that benefit the society as a whole. There is no distinction
between men and women. Both can elaim to be honorable based on their work that is recognised
by their socicty to be worth appreciating. In traditional societics atso. at the evolution stage, this
concept of honor was gender-neotral. However, over time, the concept of honor became associated
with gender. “As time went on, the honor of a group (or individueal man) depended on the behavior
and morality of #s female members (or his female relatives)” (Hosseint 101). Women are expected
to perpetuate the virues of honor and respect even at the cost of their lives. Women are the
keepers of honor and respect of their men and are also called the “repositones” of family honor
Any deviance by women which impacts the honor of men warrants punishment. This unequal
power structure has resulied i the strengthening of the patniarchy in traditional socictics.
The Concept of Muolticulturalism

With globalisation, there has been an mflux of immigrants from the countries with
traditional socictics to the modemn Westem countries. These smmigrangs bring with them the
culture and traditions of the countries of their birth which are totally at variance with the modern
culture and practices of the Western world. The concept of honor which is prevalent in these
immigrands ts being viewed with surprise by the Western countries recerving the immigrants. The
concepts of culture and society has brought to fore terms like multicubturalism, which was sdopted
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Dr. Munish Sharma Research Publications

BITUMEN || ISSN: 0006-3916 2025 || Volume 57 Issue: 4

Gireen Consumer Practices: How Does Gender Matters?

Dr. Munish Sharma®; Pardeep Kumar®; Sushmital.alta®

“Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce, RKMVY Shamla, H.P. PIN-171001,
E-mail: ms3064%6 email com. +91 82198-64039.
b Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce, REMV Shimla, H.P. PIN-171001,

E-mail: pardeepkanwar20] 86 email com, +91 94183-94629.
‘M.Com 1% Semester Student, RKMV Shimla, HP. PIN-171001,
E-mal: shrutilaltad37(@gemail com, +01 88940-70132
ABSTRACT
Green consumensm has evolved as a significant trend in global markets, which shows
increasing awareness among buyers about the environmental mpact of their purchase
decisions. This growing concern about environmental sustainability 15 reengineenng
buyer behavior and impacting market dynamics mn different mdustries. Despite the
extensive literature on green consumerism and consumer behavior, several eritical gaps
remain that warrant further investigation. This study answers specific questions about
how do environmental concerns of companies influence the evolution of green consumer
behavior over time; what are the socio-economic factors that most significantly impact
green consumer behavior and how do perceptions of product quality and effectiveness
influence consumer willingness 1o purchase green products. This study is speafic to
Himachal Pradesh using quantitative and qualitative methodologies to collect data from a
random sample of 706 respondents using online surveys, interviews, and focus groups,
Data has been synthesized using descriptive statistics such frequency distribution,
percentages, mean, standard deviatton, vanance, skewness, and kurtosis. After then,
demographic charactenstics, particularly gender of the respondents has been used to
cross-tabulate the associattons. The hypotheses have been examined wsing Chi-Square
Test of Independence and t-test. The analysis reveals significant gender differences n
various aspects of green consumerism. Females are more mifluenced by environmental

sustainability in purchase decisions, notice more green marketing, and are more affected
by green marketing in their purchasing behavior. On the other hand, males show greater
concern about the environmental impact of products before purchasing and have higher
trust in compantes' environmental claims. No sigmficant differences were found in areas
such as prommoting brands as eco-fnendly or supporting brands for their environmental
commitment, suggesting that some perceplions of green consumernism are shared between
penders.

Keywords: Consumer Behavior: Digital Platforms; Environmental Sustainabiline; Green
Consumerizm; Green-washing: Social Media,
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Advanemenl in sl i Tos made infipemeer marketmg mosl pogulie way For brasds o kel
md pramnio their products ond services, Therefore, milvmeer marketmg loverages the Sallowons!
trusi ond refishdlity specifically amony the youth: Thas, socis media-dopenident sdolesermits’ panchase
intent can be affected by influencer marketing. The pesminesess. rebubddity, s enpgagement of
liflugneers heve transformed how mssketers resch wung Theprosent I medly
sldnzses adidesienl poguaink willy Infhusncer Marketing. kv sxpeisnees, poental, aml ks,
md how it affecss vowmth bayng behavier. This study = specific wn Himachal Pradesh w<ing
quantitative ond qualmecive methodologies to collect daia from & mandom siepde of 56 respondeses
using cmding surveys, interviews, and focus gmups. Des bes been synibesized ssing frequenoy
disgribagion  and  perceninge.  Thereaties, demographic charagienistics, paniculsdy age of ihe
mesporlenis Bae beom usod o cress-abolaig the sscciations The hypoibsees b beom exmmined
using chi-squire test of indepoedence and  ANCWY AF-est. The survey roveals that influencer
markieling is a pewerfid ool far reaching young, wrbim comsumese. espeoially through platforms like
Irstzgram. However, the sdy underseores the impanance of building st ensuring rhenticiy,
s fogsering Morp-rerm brand relstionships. Rramds and wlluenseres et savigane thess chollenges
elFectively enpape wah their mxlincc, cgecially younger soesamers whi ard mong Jesscmang ohod
the crodibiley and ethival practices of influencer markehng.
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dir higher engagement and  purchase  imersions  (Hwang
&beong, 2016). As the sockal medin & imeraciive and allows
g people 10 conmect with miluencers through likes,
camnwents, orud shares, the persusive power of imfluencers is
farther increased accondingly. The emotioral conmect bepwesn
the influencer and he follewers are srengthened, which
fosters o semse of bolonging between them As a resalt, rather

INTRODUCTION

Recent wenrs witmessesd o rapid growth of soginl meidia
plutforms  lending o significant  monsfpomation o the
Landscape of marketing, whese the most notsble odvancemeris
= lbe growlh of mluencer marketing, as o sralegy whene

brands colizhomie with imdivaduals who have 2 strong online
presence o opromate  products and  services.  Influencer
murketing leverages the trust amd reliabiliny thar the influencers
e caltivated wtls the followers, partcularly among ynger
demopraphics.  Therelisre, miluencer  mmrketing  has  now
became o powerful toal in shape the buying ingent of youth,
whin are highly enpaged with social medin platforms (T
Weirman, Caubgrpho, &Hodders: 200 7). Yoath are particularly
vulnerable fo sociol medio bocsuse of trost and opinens of
their poers they perceive as authentic amd relinble (Jin &M
Hitd), Traditiennl ndverismg relies on owvert and intrusive
messaging, wheress influsncer marketing presents products
ard services in s mare lucid way. The youth tend W valwe
autheniecity and tmmgparency in the cootents. The docissur-
making processes of ypamg consumacrs have a cracinl rode of
credibility ond perceived expertise of infeencers afien keading

than seeang imfluencers s merely markelers, youth = mare
likelv to be impacted by the advice und opinions of influencers
(Lo & Yuan, 200%. Therefore, influencer collshorations
holds & higher prioviny than maditional forms of advertising in
marketmyg stralegies of busmesses. The visual sl congini-
driven noture of social media platforms makes influencer
markelimg campaigns trgeting panicalordy the youch. These
platformes et influencers o showense prodocts in s way that is
visually tempiing  aml  comtexmaally  sipnificant 0 2l
audsenee. The vse ol storytelling and personal experiences by
influercers adds mn additfonal laver of reliahility, making the
endorsed products more attractive o yeung customers (Casalo,
Flavidn, & Ihafies-Shncher, 20200, As & result. the visual and
chroniche agpects of influencer coitent have bécome key
drivers in shaping buying beluvior of young comsumers,
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L'l:grlal ph‘lﬁm have .m..-ml busines, commiusmicalion, arn.d cluent
engagemenits. These platforms, which boost efficiency and mmovation
seross indusinies, are vilal o the g|u|:u|. CCOrHNY. U:gﬂ.l] fmancaal
services have substanimily bovsted fnancial melusion, yel consimers
atdl struggle 1o access, afford. and feel comforiable wtilzmg them
Cyber secorily. digital heracy, and regulatory framewarks must be
nddredssd 1o nusimze Mnencnl melosion. The most margmaleed
commmumnities, who often face additiona] barriers 1o fmoncial serviees,
need tarpeted measares. Digial platforms can improve  fmancial
meclusion m Hmochal Pmdesh, sotably by overcoming geographacal
amd mfrastruciural barrers, sccording 1o sudies. However, digital
literaey, mirastiructure, and technology acoess mist be mproved 1o
realize thes promise. Further ressarch and policy attention are nseded i
destribute digita]l fnancial servaces’ benelils across the state. Despile
advances, the stmdses revesl that paricular steps are needed to ndidness
remaming issoes, such ax cyberspece rsks and digial Literacy gaps.
This study amwers specilic questions abowl how fhmibar youth are
with digital plstforms. how they use them, their key expenences
opportundties, amd threats, and how differemt digital plarfiorms ane
contribuimg to fmancial melesion among youth i Homschal Pradesh
Thiz study is specific 0 Himachal Pradesh using quantitative and
quakitative methodologies 1o collest data from a random sample of §36
respondents using online sarveys, inferviews, and focus growps. Data
has been synthesized using deseriplive stabistical oolslike frequency
dustribution, percentage. arhmetc mean and standard deviation, Afler
then, demographic charscteristios, particelarly ape of the respomdents
has been wend 1o cross-labulae the associations. The hypotheses were
exarmmed usmg Chi-Square Test of Indepencence and ANOV A F-jest.
The study reveals that the modern digital channelshave an important
comlribiixm  in promotion of finencial melusion  amony  vouth
partacularly for those aged 18-24 years, who are the most engaged and
benefi the most from digital fimancial services. Despite high bevels of
sisfaction with the speed. convemence. amd security of these
platforms, challenges such as poor mlermel connectivity, securily
concerns, and back of awareness persist, especnlly in roral areas. While
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ABSTRACT: Moderm fmapcial managensent relies on fimancial literacy, which affects myestment denisions. To make smarn
savimngs, bormowmg, and investment decisions in the increasingly complicated financesl world, one must grasp and uitloe fimascial
facts. Younger imvesiors” decisions have received altention as they become more interested m financial markets. Stadees reveal
finamcial competence. risk tolerance, and societal effect affect these chosces. Traditsonsl financml educatson and modem social
influznce create a unique atmosphere where new nvestars are informed ood affected by multiple sources. Thas accessibility has
ramsed concerns regardimg mmpuisive and specalative invesiment methods. 2% younger mvestors may trade high-nsk seconbies
withoat fulby understanding the hazard. While the financel literncy matintrves are performng well m their execution. morne thoroegh
study 1% needed o invest igate ibeir imil ¢ on young mvestmg behavsor. Some particular research questsons ohout how the socio-
economic clements are relmed with fimencial liteacy; and imvestment decisions and how ibe financal ooy miluenoss tbe
mvesiment decisions among the youth bave been fred o be answered ihorough this resenrch. Thes shady is confined o the stake of
Himachad Prodesh. further grounded on both quantitative 2 well as gualiative approaches io gather data from a random sample of
631 respondents with the help of online surveys, mierviews, and focus groups. Duts has been synthesized usang desoriptive stalisbics
such frequency distmbution, percentage, mean, standard deviation, vamance, skewness. and karosis. After then, demographic
charscienstes. particulsrly the age of respondents hos been used to cross-tabulate the associations. The hypotheses were exomined
msmg Chi-Sguare Test of Independence and ANOY A/F-dest The survey highlights the oritical relationship between fimancial Ineracy
acd imvestment decisions amang youth, with age playing 2 central robe i shoping both Eeancial knondedge and mvesiment
behaviors. Enhamcing fimenciz] lernoy through edwcation could lead to better investmen decisions, improved confidensce, and mone
miormed financeal behaviors among the youth:

KEYWORDS: Frnancial Literacy: Investmenl Decisions; Resk Tolernnoe; Regional Dispanties
JEL Classificntion: D03; 15 M21: P&

L INTRODUCTHIN

Im today's globalized workd, Enamcial literacy bas cmerged as a crucial companent of effectove fmancinl mansgement,
significantly influencimg mdividuals’ finamcial decisions, particularly those related o imvestments. As the financis] lndscape grows
mereasingly complex, individuls must bave the abohty to understand and witlize financial information to make informed decsaons
nboat swving. bormowing, and investing. Fmancial literacy, therefore, serves a5 0 foundstson for ecosomic stability and personal
financial well-being. The efficient management of personal fmances hinges oo financial literacy. especially 1n an cra where
mdividunls bear more responsibility for their fimincial secursty P! The 2008 global financiol crsis underscored the consequences
of low fimancial emcy. & many individuals made poor fmancial choices doe to a lack of understanding of basic fimancial concepls.

Finamcial literacy encompaszex a mnge of knowledge and skills, inciuding understandmg fimancinl prodiscts, imerest mies,
milation. and the tme value of money. Fmancial literacy as the abilsty to manage fimencml resources through the apphication of
financinl knowadedee and skills’™ . It mvolves oot only grasping key financizl concepis but alse applying them practically In make
wellk-balanced decisions on budgeting, sving, imvesting., and bomowing. As younger gemerations show an moreasing imlerest in
financial market=s, their myvestment chotces have become 2 fooss of attertion: Studies sugpest that these decizions are significanthy
miluenced by Enctors such as fimancml nowledze, nisk iolernnce. and socinl mfluence. There is a onbical mole of zancial edocation
in equapping young iovestors with the knowledge required to mvigaie complex financial markets! 8
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ABSTRACT
Green consumensm has evolved as a significant trend in global markers, which shows
increasing awareness among buyers about the environmental impact of their purchase

decisions. This growing concern aboul envirenmental sustainability is reengineering
buyer behavior and impacting market dynamics in different mdustries. Despite the
extensive literature on green consumerism and consumer behavior, several eritical gaps
temain that warrant further investigation. This study answers specific questions about
how do environmental concerns of companies influence the evolution of green consumer
behavior over time: what are the socio-economie factors that most significantly impact
green consumer behavior and how do perceptions of product quality and effectiveness
influence consumer willingness 1o purchase green products. This study is specifie to
Himachal Pradesh using quantitative and qualitative methodologies to collect data from a
random sample of 706 respondents using online surveys, interviews, and focus groups,
Data has been synthesized using descriptive statistics such frequency distribution,
percentages, mean, standard deviation, vanance, skewness, and kurtosis. After then,
demographic characteristics, particularly gender of the respondents has been used to
cross-tabulate the associattons. The hypotheses have been examined wsing Chi-Square
Test of Independence and t-test. The analysis reveals sigmficant gender differences
various aspects of green consumerism. Females are more nfluenced by environmental
sustainability in purchase decisions, notice more green marketing, and are more affected
by green marketing in their purchasing behavior. On the other hand, males show greater
concern about the environmental impact of products before purchasing and have higher
trust in compantes' environmental claims. No sigmficant differences were found in areas
such as promoting brands as eco-fnendly or supporting brands for their environmental
commitment, suggesting that some perceptions of green consumernism are shared between
penders.

Keywords: Consumer Behavior; Digital Plagforms; Emironmental Sustainability; Green
Consumerism; Green-washing: Social Media.
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